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INVISIBLE 
UPGRADES
SOME SAY YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING, BUT THE 
OWNERS OF THIS FAMOUS HISTORIC HOUSE FOUND A 
WAY TO IMPROVE THEIR HOME’S LIVABILITY WITHOUT 
SACRIFICING THE BUILDING’S INTEGRITY. 

Acquiring a Case Study House
such as #26, in almost original condition, is a once 
in a lifetime opportunity. The only Case Study 
House to be built in Northern California, #26 was 
designed by architect Beverley David Thorn and 
completed in 1963. Since then, the house has only 
changed hands once. 

WELL DESIGNED, WELL PRESERVED
German-born Cord Struckmann and his partner, 
Alfonso, are the current homeowners. An architect 
himself with years of restoration experience, Cord 
was drawn to the house not just by its historical 
significance, but for many other reasons as well. 

The window panes in Case 
Study House #26 today are 

same the glass panes that were 
positioned into their unique 

casings during construction.

APPROACHING CASE STUDY HOUSE #26 FROM THE DRIVEWAY REVEALS LITTLE 

OF THE ACTUAL HOUSE, BUT THE SWEEPING ROOF WHICH SEEMS TO FLY 

UPWARDS OVER THE HILL MAKES A DRAMATIC FIRST IMPRESSION OF WHAT IS 

TO COME. THE WINDOWS TO THE LEFT OF THE CARPORT ARE CLERESTORY 

WINDOWS BUILT OVER THE FOUR WALLS OF THE OPEN LIVING AREA. THESE 

EXPANSIVE GLASS PANES ARE BEAUTIFUL, BUT DID LITTLE TO HELP THE 

INTERIOR MAINTAIN REASONABLE TEMPERATURES. 

By KRIS CHRISTENSEN
Photography by MICHAEL HOFLER

“We love Midcentury Modern design, but more 
importantly we love good design. This house is very 
well designed with its location, style, privacy and 
beautiful views. It perfectly embodies the spirit of 
the era.” They purchased the house in 2015 and set 
out to renovate the property over the course of the 
next 18 months.

 The intended changes were minimal, as the 
building was well maintained by the family that 
inhabited it for several decades before Cord and 
Alfonso moved in. “We are grateful that they were 
good stewards for the first 50 years of the home’s 
life. Even with children running around! Some 
original fixtures still looked like new with hardly any 
wear,” he says. 

IT FEELS A BIT DRAFTY IN HERE
The homeowners focused on upgrading the 
building’s livability and preserving its integrity for 
years to come. Cord’s first priority was to update 
the home’s “thermal performance” so the internal 
temperature would be well regulated without wast-
ing energy. The clerestory windows placed above 
the main living areas permit plenty of natural light 
to flood the interior, but they also leave it suscepti-
ble to uncomfortable temperatures and expensive 
electricity bills. Case Study House #26 may be one 
of a kind, but such temperature issues are quite 
common in historic homes, and these problems 
leave many homeowners at a crossroad between 
preservation and comfort.  

Replacing the windows was not an option. The 
panes in #26 today are same the glass panes that 
were positioned into their unique casings during con-
struction. The home is so well designed and cared for 
that the glass has never broken or fractured.  
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Cord also considered that new 
glass typically has a green tinge 
to it that would not match the 
original glass in the rest of the 
house, and would therefore 
undermine the building’s visual 
consistency. To preserve the 
original crystal-clear glass and 
minimize wasted energy, Cord 
turned to Indow Windows. 

THE SOLUTION IS CLEAR
Indow Windows produces 
made-to-measure acrylic window 
inserts as an economic alter-
native to the invasive process 
of removing old windows and 
installing newer alternatives. 

Similar, but superior, to double 
paned glass windows, Indow 
inserts are designed to improve 
insulation, increase privacy and 
reduce noise. Cord chose the 
company’s Museum Grade mod-
el, which is also designed to pro-
vide protection against harmful 
UV rays that can fade colors and 
damage artwork. Most impor-
tantly, the inserts do not hinder 
the view outside or change the 
quality of light that comes inside. 

“I was impressed by how 
easy the installation process 
was,” Cord says. “It was quick, 
with minimal risk, and they will 
be easy to remove too.” Ever 
considerate of the building’s 
integrity, Cord did not want to 
permanently alter the original 
features if he could avoid it.  

“We don’t want to live in a 
museum,” he explains. “It’s our 
home, but we want to protect 
things so the next generation 
of homeowners can enjoy it and 
make their own decisions.” He 
plans to keep #26 with the same 
care as the family who lived 
there before, but Cord and his 
partner will certainly enjoy more 
comfortable temperatures. 

FOR MORE, VISIT INDOWWINDOWS.COM.

Architectural 
Experimentation
Between 1945 and 1966, democratic design was 
put to the test in the experimental homes of the 
Case Study Project. Arts & Architecture Magazine, 
together with Bethlehem Steel, commissioned a 
handful of the era’s foremost designers such as 
Ray and Charles Eames and Richard Neutra to 
plan and build pioneering residential housing. 

These houses would be glimpses of the future, 
born of wartime industrial techniques but then 
turned free into art. Case Study Houses would 
pursue forward-thinking innovation in a way that 
honored simplicity of form and quality materials. 

Overall, about 36 houses were designed and 
most of that number became physical properties 
that tested the high ideals of their purpose. Even-
tually, however, the buildings with their character-
istic steel frames proved too costly to replicate en 
masse, and industry standards for accessible real 
estate went in a direction that could quickly ac-
commodate the demands of a booming suburban 
population. Today, the Case Study houses are rare 
treasures of the atomic era. 

(ABOVE) THESE INSERTS DO NOT REQUIRE ANY KIND OF 

INVASIVE FIXATIVE TO HOLD THEM IN PLACE. INSTEAD, THEY 

RELY ON TENSION FROM THE FRAME WHICH SURROUNDS 

THE ACRYLIC PANEL. THESE PANELS WILL BE JUST AS EASY TO 

REMOVE AS THEY WERE TO INSTALL. 

(LEFT) MEASURE TWICE, THEN INSTALL. THE ACRYLIC 

PANELS ARE COVERED IN A PROTECTIVE FILM TO AVOID 

SCRATCHES OR FINGERPRINTS UNTIL THEY ARE INSTALLED. 

THE INSTALLATION PROCESS IS A SIMPLE MATTER OF LINING 

UP THE ANGLES AND REMOVING THE FILM. ONCE IN PLACE, 

THE INSERTS WILL BLEND SEAMLESSLY INTO THE CURRENT 

WINDOW CASINGS. 

THE CEILING OF #26 IS IN TWO LAYERS. A SLANTED CEILING WHICH FOLLOWS THE 

ANGLE OF THE HILL SLOPES DOWNWARD FROM THE CARPORT OVER THE HOUSE 

AND PROVIDES PROTECTION FROM THE ELEMENTS. THE CLERESTORY WINDOWS 

SIT JUST BELOW THIS AND ILLUMINATE THE INTERIOR. BENEATH THE CLERESTORY 

WINDOWS, A SERIES OF BEAMS SUPPORT A LOWER, PARTIALLY OPEN CEILING THAT 

ACTED AS A CATWALK WHILE CORD AND ALFONSO INSTALLED THE INDOW INSERTS. 

AFTER INSTALLATION, THE PARTIAL CEILING WAS FILLED WITH LAVA ROCK TO 

ADD TEXTURE. 




